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SUBJECT: DANISH ATTITUDE ON SVALBARD 

1. WHILE DISCUSSING OTHER MATTERS WITH MFA'S NATO DIRECTOR, 
TORBEN FROST, POLCOUNS WAS ABLE TO EXPLORE GENERAL DANISH 
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RESPONSIBILITY ON SVALBARD WITH THE MINISTRY'S LEGAL OFFICE, 
CONFIRMED OUR CONCLUSION THAT THE DANISH GOVERNMENT HAD 
ISSUED NO STATEMENTS ON SVALBARD OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS. 
IN FACT, FROST SAID THAT THE DANES HAVE NOT HAD TO DO HARD 
THINKING ON THE MATTER SINCE SVALBARD HAS NOT COME UP AS A 
PRACTICAL PROBLEM FOR THEM. CONSEQUENTLY. HE SAID THE 
MFA WAS NOT REALLY AS WELL INFORMED AS IT MIGHT BE IF THE 
SUBJECT WAS AN ACTIVE ONE. 

2. FOR SECURITY REASONS THE DANES WOULD SUPPORT WHAT FROST 
UNDERSTANDS IS THE NORWEGIAN POSITION ON THE CONTINENTAL 
SHELF: THAT IS, THAT THE NARROWER EXTENSION PROVIDED 

BY METROPOLITAN NORWAY'S CONTINENTAL SHELF SHOULD APPLY 
TO SVALBARD. THIS ARGUMENT, FROST SAID, WOULD MEAN THAT 
THE TREATY SIGNATORIES COULD CLAIM RIGHTS TO EXPLOIT 
THE LAND OF SVALBARD AND ITS TERRITORIAL WATERS BUT THAT 
THE ECONOMIC ZONE BEYOND THE TERRITORIAL WATERS WOULD 
REMAIN EXCLUSIVELY UNDER NORWEGIAN NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY 
AND NOT BE SUBJECT TO CLAIMS BY TREATY SIGNATORIES. 

3. THE COUNTER ARGUMENT TO THE NORWEGIAN POSITION 
MENTIONED BY FROST WAS BASED ON THE ASSERTION THAT 
SVALBARD'S CONTINENTAL SHELF SHOULD BE MEASURED NOT FROM 
METROPOLITAN NORWAY BUT FROM SVALBARD ITSELF. THE 200- 
MILE ECONOMIC ZONE IN THAT CASE WOULD IMPACT ON THE SIMILAR 
ZONE MEASURED FROM GREENLAND RESULTING IN THE DRAWING OF 
A MID-LINE BETWEEN THE TWO. 

4. FROST ADDED THAT. CONCEIVABLY, DANISH SUPPORT FOR 

THE NORWEGIAN POSITION COULD BE ATTENUATED. HE POSTULATED 
THE "UNLIKELY EVENT" OF DANISH INTEREST IN SEARCHING FOR 
OIL IN THAT PART OF THE SVALBARD ECONOMIC ZONE WHICH 
WOULD BE CLAIMABLE TO TREATY SIGNATORIES ONLY IF THE 
MEASUREMENT OF THE DISTANCE WAS BASED ON THE CONTINENTAL 
SHELF OF SVALBARD ITSELF. 
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